THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT
At the Socialist Party Congress itself, these efforts merely served
to mark the disunity of the party. Memories of 1920 died hard, and
Blum and the other party leaders were extremely doubtful about any
appeal to the Communists. Thus they were successful in rejecting a
proposal by the Left for the establishment of a permanent committee
to discuss unification, composed of members of the Socialist and
Communist parties and of the Communist and non-Communist trade
unions. At the same time, in reply to a telegram from an international
committee of intellectuals for action against Fascism (the so-called
Arnsterdarn-Pleyel committee),13 the Congress declared its willing-
ness to agree with them on joint action "for limited duration and
scope and for definite objects**. In fact, however, no practical measures
were decided on at the congress, which had to content itself with a
characteristically eloquent, if vague, appeal by Blum "to all those who
feel the necessity of a change, to all those who realise that the world
cannot go on like it is. ..." 14 In fact, the next practical move was to
come from the Communists.
Whereas the Socialists explained and argued about each step of their
policy in their newspapers and their congresses, so that one can follow
in detail the evolution of their thought and action, the Communists
leave only fragments of evidence from which to reconstruct their real
motives. It is always difficult, if not impossible, to determine the precise
reasons for a change in the Communist party line, or to decide how far
a new policy originates in Moscow or how much is due to local initia-
tive. But there is no doubt that, at the end of May or beginning of
June 1934, the French Communists became considerably more willing
to co-operate with the Socialists for common action, although they were
still hoping to impose their own conditions for it. On 31 May,
L9Huffltffii& quoted an article from Pravda suggesting the possibility of
a joint front against Fascism, while at the same time the party executive
addressed a letter to the Socialists inviting them to participate in a
joint campaign of agitation in favour of the liberation of the German
Communist leader, Thaelrnann. This was indeed, in accordance with
the instructions of the Comintern, in so far as it was a proposal for
joint action "on definite questions". What was new was that it was a
** Thk Committee was the result of a fusion between the CongrhMcmdid
cmfre la Guerre organised by Romain Rolland and Henri Barbusse at Amsterdam
in August 1932, and die Cwgrh Mondid contre k Fasdme held at the Salk Pkyel
in Paris in 1933.
14 Le Populmre 24 May 1934
44